
Liquor
rules
drafted 
Marion alcohol
ordinance could
get fast approval
By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

A draft ordinance that would
establish the City of Marion’s
rules for alcohol sales was un-
veiled at Monday’s meeting of
city government. Though its in-
troduction was not an official
first reading, the 19-page direc-
tive could gain final approval as
early as the end of next week,
setting in motion a
timetable that
could see the first
legal drink in 83
years come much
sooner than first
expected.

“The 60-day re-
quirement will be
on (July 24),” City
Administrator Adam Ledford
said of next week’s end to Alco-
holic Beverage Control’s (ABC)
mandatory waiting period for in-
troduction of an alcohol ordi-
nance after results of a
referendum are certified. “We
will likely have a special council
meeting on the 24th when we
meet that requirement. We may
have a second meeting (for final
approval) real quick after this if
there’s not a lot of disagree-
ment.”

In May, Marion voters ap-
proved legalizing the sale of alco-
hol for the first time since 1936
by a 403-277 vote. Initially, Led-
ford said the city would take its
time crafting  an ordinance to
dictate the rules for alcohol

STAFF REPORT
All you need to know about the

2019 Crittenden County Lions
Club Fair – from nightly events to
4-H exhibit entry rules – can be
found inside the annual fair cata-
log, which is inserted into all local
copies of this week’s Crittenden
Press.

The fair starts in earnest on Sat-
urday, July 27 with truck and trac-
tor pulls and concludes Saturday,
Aug. 3 with the demolition derby.
However, a car show this week-
end and jackpot barrel show on
Saturday, Aug. 17 bookend the
fair. (Find a full schedule of
evening events on Page 4.)

New this year is a fair breakfast
on Friday, Aug. 2 and Cupcake
Wars competition on Saturday,
Aug. 3. Also new is the fair build-

ing, located on the same site as the
old fair building. It will serve as a
concession stand, exhibit hall for

Find more on Facebook by searching for...
Crittenden County Lions Club Fair and
Crittenden County Extension Service

Crittenden County Lions Club
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Exhibit schedule on Page 2
Rules and regulations inside

Fair starts Saturday with
car show; catalog inside

See FAIR/Page 4

The 2019 Crittenden County
Lions Club Fair catalog can be
found inside local copies of this
week’s newspaper.

1st fair breakfast 

to benefit local 4-h
Crittenden County Lions Club

is celebrating its new headquar-
ters with a Crittenden
County Fair Break-
fast at 7 a.m. Fri-
day, Aug. 2. The
breakfast is $10
with proceeds
going to Critten-
den County 4-H. The
new fair building is lo-
cated at the fairground on the
same spot as the previous struc-
ture at 242 Club Dr. in Marion.
Tickets may be purchased by
calling Crittenden County Ex-
tension Service at (270) 965-
5236. 

lawmakers return

to work on pensions
Gov. Matt Bevin on Monday

called for a special session of
the General Assembly starting
Friday to pass pension relief
legislation for 118 regional uni-

versities and
quasi-govern-
mental agencies
like health de-
partments, do-
mestic violence
centers and com-
munity health
centers. The fi-

nancial stress from a mandated
increase in contributions to the
state’s retirement caused by the
state’s looming public pension
crisis has put entities like Crit-
tenden County Health Depart-
ment in danger of closing. 

The aim of the special session
is twofold.

“Failing to provide relief puts
these agencies, their employ-
ees and the men and women
they serve at risk,” said Rep.
Lynn Bechler, R-Marion. “How-
ever, it is critical to note that
failing to provide a long-term
solution that addresses the root
of the problem has even more
dangerous implications.”

See Page 2 for opinions from
Bechler and Sen. Robby Mills, R-
Henderson, on the state’s pen-
sion issues.

Former Livingston
teacher pleads guilty
to federal sex crimes
STAFF REPORT

A former Livingston Central High School
teacher and coach has pleaded guilty to federal
sex crimes against female students.

Prosecutors are seeking a 10-year prison
sentence. 

Stephen P. Maddux, 32, of
Salem coached golf and taught sci-
ence at Livingston County Schools
from 2011 until October 2018. He
was indicted in February on fed-
eral charges of transportation with
intent to engage in criminal sexual
activity with a minor, production of
child pornography, distribution of
child pornography and two counts of attempted
enticement. 

Maddux originally entered a not guilty plea
on all counts, but it was withdrawn last week,
and he pleaded guilty to all of the charges ex-
cept production of child pornography, which will
apparently be dropped as part of the plea deal.

Maddux will be formally sentenced on Oct.

PUBLIC MEETINGS

- Crittenden Fiscal Court
will meet at 8:30 a.m. today
(Thursday) at the courthouse.

- Crittenden County Board
of Education will meet at 5:30
p.m. Tuesday at Rocket Arena.

- Crittenden-Livingston
Water District Board of Direc-
tors will meet at 5 p.m. Monday
at the the district office in
Salem.

- Crittenden County Public
Library Board of Trustees will
meet at 5 p.m. next Thursday at
the library.
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FACEBOOK IMAGE

Marion native Jennifer Carder (right) recently participated in Survival Challenge, an
internet series based on the popular CBS series “Survivor.”

STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County Chamber
of Commerce will have a new
face, a new phone number and a
new location, and that’s not all,
says Chamber President Eliza-
beth Floyd.

“The Chamber isn’t like it
used to be,” Floyd said. “We’re
going to be out in the community
more and trying to do more
things to benefit our merchants
and community.”

The Chamber announced late
last week that it had hired a new
executive director, lifelong Crit-
tenden Countian Amy (Collins)
Samuels. She will replace Susan
Alexander, who had served as
the Chamber’s executive director
for the past 10 years. Alexander
announced her resignation in
May. 

Samuels is a 2001 graduate of

Crittenden County High School
and has formerly worked at the
West Kentucky Correctional
Complex, Crittenden County De-
tention Center and as an emer-
gency dispatcher of E-911.

After spending a few months
as a stay-at-home mom, Samuels
says she’s eager to get started
serving Marion and Crittenden
County. 

Samuels feels well connected
to the community through
church outreach programs and
activities that involve her two
children and two step-children,
ages 11 to 16. She is married to
Ashton Samuels.

“We need someone like Amy
present in the community with
the aim of benefiting our mem-
bers,” said the Chamber’s presi-

Chamber finds new home, executive director

See CHAMBER/Page 4

court news
Page 3

See MADDUX/Page 4

STAFF REPORT

Twins are always out
to find their own identity. 

Marion native Jennifer
Carder admits that’s a
driving force behind her
desire to sign up for the
Survival Challenge, an
online, unaffiliated step-
cousin of the Emmy-nom-
inated CBS series
“Survivor.” 

Carder, 35, and her
twin, Jessica, grew up in
Marion where they both
were active in scholastic

sports programs at Crit-
tenden County High
School, particularly
soccer.

“Being a twin,
we’re compared to
one another our
whole lives. That
makes us both com-
petitive people,” said
Jennifer Carder,
who just completed her
second round of partici-
pating in the Survival
Challenge, which is fea-
tured on Facebook Live

and YouTube.
“The first time I did it,

I didn’t make it,”
she said, detailing
how it was cold,
rainy and miser-
able. She dropped
out two days into
the five-day, staged
wilderness ordeal.
She didn’t like the

moniker associated with
quitting. 

“I wanted to get back

Survival spirit

THE CRITTENDEN PRESS

Amy Samuels (right) takes over next week as executive di-
rector of Crittenden County Chamber of Commerce.
Chamber President Elizabeth Floyd is also pictured.
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Maddux

Bechler

See SURVIVAL/Page 3

Challenge pushes Marion native

Jen. Carder

See ALCOHOL/Page 5

Ledford

Federal legislation would offer 
relief from black vultures / Page 2



Last week, it
was announced
that at the end
of the 2019 fis-
cal year, Ken-
tucky’s General
Fund receipts
totaled $11.39
billion, which is
a 5.1 percent
increase over
Fiscal Year
2018, leaving a
budget surplus
of $194.5 mil-
lion. When an-
nouncing the
surplus, State
Budget Director
John Chilton
credited the surplus to
tax changes made by the
2018 General Assembly
and the state’s strong
economy. 

While the surplus is
certainly good news, it is
already committed to
help cover both non-bud-
geted expenses and to
pay off debts. For exam-
ple, the state will transfer
$70 million to the Teach-
ers’ Retirement System
medical insurance fund,
and the remainder will go
to cover pension obliga-
tions in the Kentucky

Employee Re-
tirement Fund. 

Meanwhile,
Kentucky Road
Fund revenues
for Fiscal Year
2019 totaled
$1.57 billion,
an increase of
3.6 percent
from the previ-
ous fiscal year,
which was
$55.1 million
more than the
previous year,
leaving a $59.5
surplus in the
Road Fund Fis-
cal Year 2019

budget.
I was in Frankfort for

several days last week to
participate in the interim
joint committees that
were meeting to hear up-
dates from various agen-
cies and individuals. The
Interim Joint Committee
on Appropriations and
Revenue, of which I am a
member, heard testimony
from the Kentucky Re-
tirement Systems (KRS)
that there will likely be
yet another increase in
pension costs. According
to its executive director,

employers in the KRS
may see an increase of
between 2.8 to 13 per-
cent of covered payroll for
retirement under new ac-
tuarial assumptions. The
increases are caused by a
two-year increase in life
expectancy among KRS
retirees as well as a de-
crease in turnover among
some KRS plan mem-
bers.

As of July 1, regional
universities and quasi-
governmental agencies-
saw their pension
contributions skyrocket
to 83 percent of the
salary of each employee.
These include many or-
ganizations whose em-
ployees are not state
employees, but are still
in the pension system
and provide an array of
valuable services at local
health departments, rape
crisis and domestic vio-
lence centers. 

As you may remember
from a previous update,
we passed a bill to ad-
dress this issue during
the 2019 session, but it
was vetoed by the Gover-
nor.

Failing to provide relief

puts these agencies, their
employees and the men
and women they serve at
risk. However, it is criti-
cal to note that failing to
provide a long-term solu-
tion that addresses the
root of the problem has
even more dangerous im-
plications. 

Simply freezing their
rate (at the previous
49.47 percent) without
reforms will cost taxpay-
ers and the pension sys-
tem an estimated $121
million without coming to
a solution that stops the
bleeding. I remain com-
mitted to providing those
employees who have put
many years into the re-
tirement system a path
to a decent retirement
while also providing our
quasi-governmental
agencies and regional
universities relief from
the current crippling in-
crease in contributions
so that the valuable serv-
ices offered by these
groups can continue.

I have noted before,
but it bears repeating.
There are 118 quasi-gov-
ernmental agencies di-
rectly impacted by this,

employing 9,000 people
and providing services to
hundreds of thousands
of Kentuckians. Regional
universities have told us
that the increased cost
would lead to tuition in-
creases and staff cuts.
According to the Cabinet
for Health and Family
services, health depart-
ments that serve 64 of
Kentucky’s 120 counties
would close in two years
or less.  Health depart-
ments in the 4th House
District are at risk in the
coming year.

The Governor an-
nounced Monday he will
call a special special leg-
islative session beginning
Friday.

The Governor has put
forth a proposal that is
the result of discussions
with the General Assem-
bly and several months
of hard work. While I
would have preferred to
see the measure we al-
ready passed become
law, his proposal pro-
vides both necessary re-
lief and reforms. 

There is still some
time, since the bill for
these agencies will not

become delinquent until
Aug. 10. 

I am optimistic that
the Governor’s proposal
will pass.

As always, thank you
for reading my updates
and thank you for con-
tacting me with your con-
cerns and thoughtful
suggestions. It is a privi-
lege to represent you in
the Kentucky House of
Representatives and your
input helps me make de-
cisions that best repre-
sent the views of the 4th
District. 

I may be reached
through the toll-free mes-
sage line in Frankfort at
(800) 372-7181, directly
at (502) 564- 8100, by
visiting the Kentucky
Legislature Home page at
LRC.ky.gov and clicking
on the “Email Your Legis-
lator” link, or by mail to
the Capitol Annex –
Frankfort, KY 40601.

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, R-
Marion, has represented
House District 4 – Critten-
den, Livingston, Caldwell
and portion of Christian
counties – in the Kentucky
General Assembly since
2013.)
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Must be submitted by 5 p.m. Friday

Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion

Kentucky House
Legislative Review

Gov. Matt
Bevin has
called the legis-
lature into spe-
cial session
beginning Fri-
day to address
the new pen-
sion costs that
the quasi-gov-
ernmental or-
ganizations are
now being re-
quired to make
beginning this
month. 

The in-
creased pen-
sion costs are
the new actual
costs that the Kentucky
Retirement Systems
Board determined neces-
sary to meet these orga-
nization's obligations
moving forward. Last
year, the legislature gave
these organization a one-

year reprieve
from the new
costs, but now
the time has
come to begin
implementing
the new costs
into these or-
ganizations’
budgets. The
organizations
that are being
affected are re-
gional universi-
ties, mental
health organi-
zations, health
departments,
domestic vio-
lent shelter and

rape crisis shelters.
The new pension

costs are unaffordable to
many of these organiza-
tions, including the
health departments and
mental health organiza-
tions in our area. This

special session will be fo-
cused on giving these or-
ganizations options to
address these soaring
pension costs. We need
the services of these vital
organizations in our
communities, but a new
approach to pensions for
these organizations may
be necessary.  

I pledge to make the
best decision for our
Commonwealth that will
protect the taxpayers
and our valued state em-
ployees that work in
these agencies, perform-
ing these valuable serv-
ices.

(Sen Robby Mills, R-
Henderson, represented
Senate District 4 – Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Cald-
well, Webster, Union and
Henderson counties – in
the Kentucky General As-
sembly.)

Sen. Robby
MILLS
R-Henderson

Kentucky Senate
Legislative Review

Pension costs unaffordable

Special session Friday for pension fix
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LETTERS

Gardens
have come
long way
To the editor:

I want to thank each
one who helps with the
Victory Gardens. It has
come a long way since it
started and I was a volun-
teer.

The inmates keep it
looking great, and the
grounds also. The large
pots of assorted blooming
flowers are a nice addition
to the drive. Many people
are enjoying the veggies
and the blackberries.

Go out, get a bag of
veggies, play a round of
disc golf and enjoy the
beauty of this area. 

Margaret Gilland
Marion, Ky.
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By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

Reviled by farmers, the
black vulture is the target of
federal legislation to more eas-
ily turn the raptor from bird of
prey to simply prey.

"They're nasty little critters,"
said Dee Heimgartner, Critten-
den County Extension
Agent for Agriculture and
Natural Resources.

Heimgartner is talking
not only of the bird's
bald, wrinkled black
head, but its well-earned
reputation as a gruesome
killer of livestock.

But thanks to legisla-
tion filed by a southern Indi-
ana congressman and
supported by lawmakers repre-
senting agrarian districts
across the bird’s range, farm-
ers could enjoy a little more
leeway in defending their live-
stock against attacks from
committees of vultures. 

Rep. Trey Hollingsworth, R-
Ind., introduced the Livestock
Protection Act of 2019 to Con-
gress late last month. It is in
response to a recent spike in
vulture attacks on livestock
that producers in western Ken-
tucky and across the South-
east have faced. It
recommends making depreda-
tion permits more accessible to
farmers. 

It is supported by Congress-
man James Comer, R-Ky., who
represents all of western Ken-
tucky.

"Congressman Comer is an
original cosponsor of this legis-

lation and fully supports it,"
said Caroline Cash, Comer's
chief of staff in Washington,
D.C. "He knows how harmful
black vultures are to livestock."

Comer is also a farmer and
former Kentucky Agriculture
Commissioner.

Heimgartner said black vul-
tures, like the lankier
turkey vulture, are pri-
marily scavengers, but
can be aggressive enough
to kill livestock, particu-
larly the young during
lambing and calving sea-
sons. They are also capa-
ble of killing smaller
breeds of mature mam-

mals like pigs, sheep and
goats. They are known to feast
on lame animals as large as
adult cows.

And the meals can start well
before death.

"They attack from all sides,"
Heimgartner said of the prac-
tices of a group of black vul-
tures, known as a committee
or volt. "It's not a pretty sight."

In massive numbers, they
can wear down a cow attempt-
ing to protect her newborn.
When they begin to devour the
helpless calf, they start with
soft and exposed tissue like the
eyes. Prey often languishes
until it bleeds out.

"This has sort of taken us by
surprise," Heimgartner said of
the problem with black vul-
tures that has developed over
the last couple of decades.

As a migratory bird, the
black vulture is federally pro-
tected like the bald eagle and

other great raptors. Warmer
winters have led the buzzard to
expand its range and call the
Southeast home year-round,
including all but the moun-
tainous region of Kentucky.
That makes the threat on live-
stock a never-ending concern
for farmers in those areas.

"It's hard to watch them cir-
cle when you've got calves on
the ground," Heimgartner said
of producers' worries. "It
makes calving season a little
more stressful."

The black vulture is stockier
than its turkey vulture cousin,
but is essentially the same
size. Distinguished by a red,
bald head, the less aggressive

turkey vulture rarely kills, and
when it does, it is typically only
small mammals, fish, reptiles,
amphibians or other birds.

Without a permit to kill the
black vulture, it is a violation
of the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act of 1918. The federal crime
can be punishable with a fine
up to $15,000 and as much as
six months in jail. Permits cost
$100, must be renewed annu-
ally and can be granted only if
the producer has a proven loss
related to predation by the
black vulture. The Livestock
Protection Act of 2019 would
allow farmers to apply for a
permit without having a prior
loss.

Kentucky farmers are col-
lectively experiencing annual
livestock losses from black vul-
tures as high as a half-million
dollars. Though certainly a
costly nuisance to producers,
vultures and other scavengers
play a key role in the ecosys-
tem by cleaning up decaying
carcasses.

Heimgartner said farmers
without a permit might often
resort to firing a gun in the
vicinity of the birds or utilize
other loud noises to scare them
away. For those seeking per-
mission to kill nuisance vul-
tures, Kentucky Farm Bureau
has often helped by offering
free sub-permits, permissions
purchased from the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.

The local agriculture agent
said anyone seeking a permit
should first document their
losses.

"If they do have damage, I
tell them to take pictures even
if they can't catch (the birds) in
the act," she said. "A lot of
times, you can tell by the
wounds."

The 2018 Farm Bill initially
approved by the U.S. House of
Representatives included a
provision to make taking the
black vulture a bit easier for
farmers. However, that was re-
moved by the U.S. Senate and
was not included in the final
version. Heimgartner is happy
to see the Livestock Protection
Act reintroduce a measure to
help producers.

"That's great," she said. "I'm
sure farmers would like that."

Heimgartner

Federal legislation would offer relief from black vultures

DARYL K. TABOR, THE CRITTENDEN PRESS

The black vulture, a raptor that sometimes kills local livestock, is
the target of federal legislation that woud better allow farmers to
protect their animals.
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*January and February meetings are held on the second Monday of the month.
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Byford
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Councilwoman
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Sykes
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Councilman
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270.704.0041
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and prove myself. I
needed redemption,” she
said.

Completing a multi-
day, survival-style con-
test requires physical and
mental fortitude. 

Survival Challenge
2019 was held the first
week of July in Macomb,
Ill., a city in western Illi-
nois about three hours
north of St. Louis. 

Unlike the television
show after which it’s de-
signed, this made-for-in-
ternet series is much
shorter. The TV version
lasts 39 days; this Chal-
lenge is only five days.

“So it moves at a really
fast pace,” Carder ex-
plained. “You might have
10 challenges a day.”

The event is sponsored
by a charitable organiza-
tion and contestants
must raise at least $350
to participate. Carder
earned an automatic spot
on a team because she
was the largest
fundraiser in 2019. 

“They won’t tell you ex-
actly how much it was,”
she said. 

Donations are made
online.

“I know it was more
than $1,000,” she said.

Carder was one of
eight members of her
tribe. There were three
equally sized tribes and
men dominated the cast. 

“We had three women
in our tribe,” said Carder,
who was voted off on the
third day of the event.

A respiratory nurse at
Baptist Health Paducah,
Carder is motivated to
participate in such activ-
ities simply for the chal-
lenge. She runs 5K races,
has done a half-
marathon and even a
mud run.

“I like to push myself,”
she said. “Just like on the
TV show, you’re just try-
ing to survive. A couple of

people had to go to the
emergency room. It’s
crazy.”

Contestants show up
and begin with only the
clothes on their backs.
They can earn rewards by
winning team competi-
tions, but there isn’t
much in the way of food
or shelter over the five
days.

“I ate some berries and
sour grass,” she said.

The team won some
rice and an apple. Carder
fashioned a knife out of a
stick in order to cut the
apple into equitable
shares so everyone on the
team could have a slice.

“When eight people
share an apple, you get
one bite,” she said.

Besides fresh drinking
water, participants get
very little unless they
earn it by winning chal-
lenge events. 

“You get super close
with these people. When
you sleep literally on top
of one another, seven
strangers sharing a small

tarp, you just become
close. The worst thing
about it is leaving, getting
voted off, because you
have become so close,”
she said.

Parts of Carder’s expe-
rience were shown live on
Facebook, but the pro-
gram will be posted in its
entirety on YouTube in a
few months. Learn more
about the series at Sur-
vivalChallenge.net or
check out Carder’s Face-
book page for photo-
graphs and video.

“I would love to give a
shout out to John
Vataha, the founder of
Survival Challenge. Not
only is he raising money
for charity and helping
those in need, but he is
giving ‘Survivor’ fans an
experience that is as
close to being on the
(original television) show
as you can get, along with
leaving the cast with an
unforgettable experience
and friendships that will
last a lifetime,” Carder
said.

SURVIVAL
Continued from Page 1

FACEBOOK IMAGES

Marion native Jennifer Carder (back right, facing camera) recently participated in the
online Survival Challenge, an internet series based on the popular CBS series “Sur-
vivor.” Below, Carder shows a knife she fashioned from a stick to divvy up an apple.

STAFF REPORT

Crittenden Circuit
Judge Rene Williams de-
nied a bond reduction re-
quested by April Bivins,
who is being held in the
Crittenden County Deten-
tion Center on a $5,000
cash bond.

She was indicted last
month for allegedly hav-
ing hindered the appre-
hension of Brian
Fitzgerald for several
weeks last winter while
he was at large despite at-
tempts by multiple police
agencies searching for
him. Bivins is accused of
rendering aid to Fitzger-
ald during his flight from
the law in the form of
“transportation, food and
shelter.”

Fitzgerald was eventu-
ally arrested on Jan. 8 in
Florida, where he remains
jailed on charges there. 

Bivins faces felony
charges of receiving
stolen property (over
$10,000), being a con-
victed felon in possession
of a handgun and second-
degree hindering prose-
cution or apprehension.

Responding to the re-

quest for a bond reduc-
tion, Judge Williams said
that “in light of her his-
tory and likelihood of re-
offending” she was
denying the appeal. 

Bivins has a lengthy
criminal record dating
back to the late 1990s
with arrests in Crittenden
and several other western
Kentucky counties.

- A probation revoca-
tion hearing was held for
Kendra L. Fitzgerald, 29,
of Eddyville, who was on
a five-year pretrial diver-
sion for a 2015 conviction
for receiving stolen prop-
erty. The judge did not set
aside Fitzgerald’s diver-
sion, but ordered her into
custody to await enroll-
ment in a Pretrial Sub-
stance Abuse (PSAP)
program. 

- Therese M. Mathews,
37, of Chicago pleaded
guilty to felony custodial
interference and was sen-
tenced to two years in
prison. The term was pro-
bated for a period of two
years. Court records indi-

cate that Mathews picked
up a child, then eight
years old, on Dec. 21,
2017 for a Christmas va-
cation and was supposed
to return the child by
Jan. 4, 2018. However,
she did not return the
child. The father tried to
make contact with Math-
ews, but was unable to lo-
cate the child until
authorities finally recti-
fied the matter. Court
records say that the child
likely did not attend
school during the time
she was missing because
no other school had re-
quested records from
Crittenden County Ele-
mentary, where she had
last been enrolled.

- Diane Peek, 60, of
Marion pleaded guilty
and received pretrial di-
version on a charge of
cultivating marijuana.
Peek received a three-year
sentence diverted for
three years. Court
records say that a tip led
to officers finding about
20 plants growing at
Peek’s home on Ollie Peek
Road in rural Crittenden
County.

Circuit Court

Sentences handed down
in Crittenden Circuit Court

STAFF REPORT

A white 2019 four-seat,
side-by-side Polaris 1000
Ranger was allegedly
stolen from a farm about 4
miles east of Marion at
some point over the last
week.

Crittenden County
Sheriff’s Deputy Ray Agent
said the rig was appar-
ently taken between Fri-
day and Monday morning
from Ky. 120 at Gardner
Farms.

The Polaris did not

have a key in it, the
deputy said, so the bur-
glars either pushed the
UTV to load onto a trailer
or hot-wired it and drove it
away. 

It is valued at $16,800.
Crittenden County Tipline
is offering a reward for in-
formation that leads to an
arrest in this case. Call
(270) 965-3500 and re-
main anonymous. 

Investigators from the
sheriff’s department have
also been working on

leads in a few other bur-
glary cases from the past
month or so. All have been
at unoccupied homes.

Agent encourages
property owners to make
arrangements for having
their places mowed while
they’re away for extended
times. He said if properties
look abandoned or unoc-
cupied, they’re easy tar-
gets. 

The burglaries were on
Ky. 297, Brushy Lane and
Axel Creek Road.

Sheriff’s office working on handful
of burglaries, including $17,000 UTV



dent.
“She is very organized

and really thinks outside
of the box,” Floyd added
while describing the new
executive director, who is
the only paid employee of
the Chamber of Com-
merce.

Samuels will be keep-
ing office hours from 9
a.m. until 2 p.m., on
Mondays and Tuesdays.
Samuels will officially be
on the job starting Mon-
day. 

The Chamber’s office
is moving down a door at
Marion Commons. The
Chamber was previously
located inside the Marion
Tourism and Welcome
Center. Going forward, it

will be located inside
Marion City Hall. Cham-
ber meetings will be held
in council chambers in
the future, Floyd said.

Also, the phone num-
ber has changed. The
Chamber will be taking
calls at city hall. The
number is (270) 965-
2266.

The Chamber has a
number of upcoming
events including the an-
nual Farm to Table Din-
ner Sept. 12 and
Pumpkin Festival Sept.
28. The Pumpkin Festival
will include the Traveling
Vietnam War Memorial
Wall. In November, the
Chamber will have its
Small Business Satur-
day, and in December, it
sponsors the Christmas
Parade.

CHAMBER
Continued from Page 1

30. He was taken into cus-
tody by the U.S. Marshals
Service July 9 following
his entry of a guilty plea. 

According to records
from the U.S. District
Court at Paducah, the
plea agreement will in-
clude a 10-year sentence,
five years of supervised re-
lease once the prison term
ends and fines and resti-
tution to victims, which
could reach several thou-
sands dollars. There is no
parole in the federal penal
system.

Also as part of the plea,
Maddux must forfeit items
seized in the investigation,
including a cellular phone,
thumb drive and an exter-
nal hard drive. 

Investigators had indi-
cated in arrest records
that Maddux had taken a
student to an Illinois
motel to have sex with her.
Court records also say
that Maddux attempted to
entice two minor students

to engage in illegal sexual
acts with him between De-
cember 2016 and Febru-
ary 2018 while he was a
teacher. Authorities said
Maddux had stored on
electronic devices pictures
of himself and a student
having sex and other elec-
tronic sexual images,
some of which were
shared with students on
Snapchat, a social media
application. 

MADDUX
Continued from Page 1
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4-H entries and Lions Club
headquarters. Formerly,
4-H exhibits were shown
at Marion Woman’s Club.

Car show
The fifth annual Blue-

grass Blowout Car Show
begins at 8 a.m. Saturday
and runs through noon at
the fairgrounds. Awards
will be
given to the top three vehi-
cles judged from each
decade and rat rod class.
There will also be People’s
Choice, Kids’ Choice, Mini
Truck and Lions Club
awards, as well as dash
plaques for the first 50 en-
tries. The entry fee is $15
per vehicle. For more in-
formation, contact Matt
Tinsley at (270) 704-1477.

Fair breakfast
The fair breakfast starts

at 7 a.m. at the new fair
building at the fair-
grounds. Tickets are $10
and benefit Crittenden
County 4-H. Call the Ex-
tension service at (270)
965-5236 for tickets or
further information.

Cupcake Wars
Cupcake Wars is a con-

test where teams of 4-Hers
compete against one an-
other for fun and to allow
their creativity and skills
to be admired by fairgoers.
The war begins at 9:30
a.m. on Aug. 3. The regis-
tration deadline is next
Wednesday and can be
completed at the Exten-
sion office on U.S. 60 East,
just outside of Marion.
Rules can be found on
Page 6 of the fair catalog.

At press time, no mid-
way had been booked for
the fair.

FAIR
Continued from Page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTO

APES Youth Scholars
Four local participants were named Youth Scholars at the American Private En-
terprise System (APES) Youth Seminar June 25-27 in Lexington. They brought
home combined college scholarships totaling $2,600 and a collective $300 in
cash prizes. Pictured from left, Jagger Hayes, Morgan Barnes and Conner Parshall
each won a $600 scholarship and Kyron Hicks won an $800 scholarship. Hicks
won second place Outstanding Youth Scholar and third place county and state
scores combined. Parshall won the Cooperative Spirit award voted on by his
peers. For the team exercise, he placed third and Barnes placed first. For the in-
dividual test, Parshall placed third, Hayes placed second and Barnes and Hicks
placed first.  "I'm very proud of these four and the hard work they put into this
seminar," said Crittenden County Extension Agent for 4-H Youth Development
Leslea Barnes. Barnes thanked local businesses who provided a way for the stu-
dents to have this opportunity.

Animal shelter report
The June report for Crittenden County Animal Shelter

from Animal Control Officer Timmy Todd shows a high
number of dogs (53) taken in from Crittenden and Liv-
ingston counties as well as another dozen from Lyon
County, accounting for the highest monthly total so far
in 2019.

INFLOW STRAY SURRENDER TOTAL

Crittenden dogs............................22................8 ..............30
Crittenden cats.....................................................................5
Crittenden ducks .................................................................1
Livingston dogs..............................7 ................16.............23
Livingston cats......................................................................0
Lyon dogs.........................................3 .................9 ..............12
Lyon cats.................................................................................0

OUTFLOW TOTAL

Dogs to rescue.....................................................................35
Dogs reclaimed by owners..............................................10
Dogs, pups adopted............................................................9
Cats to rescue........................................................................5
Cats adopted .........................................................................3
Cats sponsored....................................................................10

FOOD, LITTER AMOUNT VALUE

Dog food donated....................320 lbs...................$120.00
Cat food donated.......................70 lbs. .....................$40.00
Cat litter donated.....................120 lbs. ....................$24.00
Cat litter purchased ....................................................$33.00

The shelter brought in $1,849 in June through dona-
tions and fees for adoption and reclamation.



sales, but steady pressure
from prospective appli-
cants for licenses could in-
fluence the council to
examine the case by next
Wednesday. 

No meeting date, how-
ever, had been set at press
time.

The city’s Alcohol Bev-
erage Control Ordinance
would require two read-
ings, so the timing of final
passage depends on the
level of agreement be-
tween the six elected
council members and
mayor as to the al-
lowances of the law. The
ordinance will set  quan-
tity and types  of licenses
to be offered, and their
costs, hours and days of
sales, signage and how the
city’s revenue from the 5
percent regulatory license
fee will be spent. 

There is certainly room
for plenty of disagreement
between policymakers.

As presented Monday,
there are 23 different
types of licenses the coun-
cil has to consider, rang-
ing in cost from $100 to
$3,000 annually. Hours of
sales as introduced are 6
a.m. to midnight Monday
through Saturday, with an
additional license required
to allow sales during the
same time period on Sun-
day or to permit sales be-
yond midnight, should the
council even decide to in-

clude those individual li-
censes.

“I think it is best we
study this closely,” said
Councilwoman D’Anna
Browning, urging her fel-
low representatives to
study other cities’ ordi-
nances, all of which are
posted on the state ABC’s
website.

Once final approval is
given, Ledford said there is
a 30-day public comment
period before license ap-
plications can be ac-
cepted.

Ledford said the draft
ordinance is based upon a
model offered by Kentucky
ABC. He stressed Monday
that what the council
members were studying is
only a draft, subject to
changes upon both the
first reading as well as the
second and final reading,
which could come as early
as 24 hours after being of-
ficially introduced.

The only certainty is
that based on population,
Marion is allowed no more
and no less than two li-
censes for a package
liquor store.

The ordinance also cre-
ates the position of Marion
ABC Administrator. The
administrator, by statute,
will be appointed by
Mayor Jared Byford and
will be the lone official to
determine if a local license
will be granted to an appli-
cant.

Councilman Donnie
Arflack does not favor the
idea of a single person de-

ciding such, though that
is the law, according to
City Attorney Bart
Frazer.

“The state says
only that person has
the authority,”
Frazer said.

There is a system
of checks and bal-
ances, however. For
anyone denied a li-
cense, there is an appeal
process. For each applica-
tion OK’d by the city, Ken-
tucky ABC must also
approve.

Ledford said that typi-
cally in small cities, the
duties of the local ABC ad-
ministrator are given to
someone already em-
ployed in municipal gov-
ernment, like city
administrator, clerk, a po-
lice officer or even city at-

torney. Salary for that po-
sition would be paid with

revenue from the
regulatory license
fees.

Another decision
the council may
consider is restrict-
ing the sale of alco-
hol to within so
many feet of a
school or church.

However, as examples of
possible difficulties that
limitation could create,
Ledford notes that it is
only a short distance from
Marion Golf & Pool to the
elementary school, or from
city churches to existing
restaurants stores like
Five Star Food Mart that
might want to offer alco-
hol.

In fact, Newcomb Oil,
which owns Five Star, is

one of only two proprietors
to advertise in this news-
paper its intentions to
apply for an alcohol li-
cense. The other is Rocket
Oil, which owns Ideal
Market on Sturgis Road.
The notice is required to
be published before sub-
mitting an application.

Ledford said the city’s
zoning laws offer built-in
protection for those con-
cerned about where a
liquor store or bar might

pop up. As businesses,
they would be allowed
only in areas already
zoned as commercial, and
any requested variance
would have to go through
a lengthy approval
process.

“Any concern that a
neighbor’s house will be
turned into a bar is not a
reality,” Ledford said.

A copy of the draft ordi-
nance can be downloaded
at https://bit.ly/2LUAifX.

ALCOHOL
Continued from Page 1
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Frazer

City OKs list of
streets for paving

Marion City Council on
Monday approved its pri-
ority list for street paving
this season, shuffling a
pair of positions from its
November decision after
work to fix a problem area
behind city hall.

The city has $188,674
in municipal aid to spend
for paving, with the priori-
ties set for Oak Hill Drive,
Watson Street, South Wel-
don Street, Blackburn
Street and Industrial
Drive. After repairs on
Court Street to a crumbled

intersection with West
Depot Street, it was
dropped from the list.

Watson and Blackburn
streets connect, running
from Moore Street, past
Crittenden County Health
& Rehabilitation and con-
necting with West Gum
Street/U.S. 60 West.

The list was approved
5-1, with Councilman
Darrin Tabor dissenting.
He believes Industrial
Drive is the most pressing
due to volume of traffic
and condition of the road
surface. Because of its
length, Marion City Ad-
ministrator Adam Ledford
said the cost to resurface

Industrial Drive would
probably eclipse the top
four priorities combined.

Ledford said the city
will likely spend only
$100,000 or so toward as-
phalt, saving the rest for
future paving seasons. It
will not likely pay for all
five streets on the priority
list. With no significant
resurfacing completed last
year, the total available is
about two year’s worth aid.

City names new
tourism member

Cody McDonald was
appointed Monday by

Marion City Council to a
seat on the Marion Recre-
ation, Tourist and Conven-
tion Commission, the
official name for Marion
Tourism. He represents
McDonald Wholesale on
South Main Street.

McDonald replaces B.J.
Minton of Hometown
Foods. She resigned as a
commissioner.

City looks to cut
code board to 3 

Marion City Council on
Monday introduced an or-
dinance to trim its paid
code enforcement board

down to three members
from five. Code Enforce-
ment Officer Terri Hart
said there are vacancies on
other boards and commis-
sions that all five members
of the code enforcement
board have agreed to
transfer to if moved out of
their current post.

Cutting positions saves
the city $998 dollars in
pay per member. Already,
zoning board of adjust-
ments membership was
cut from five down to
three. There are six city
planning commissioners. 

If the most recent cuts
are approved, the city will
have cut out almost

$4,000 in payments for
service on boards and
commissions over previ-
ous years.

City awards bids
for surplus trucks

Marion City Council on
Monday awarded bids for
two surplus vehicle to
Todd Riley of Marion. Riley
offered the high bids for
both the police depart-
ment’s 1986 Humvee and
a 2009 Chevy Silverado
obtained as part of a drug
siezure. The bids were
$9,985 and $11,393, re-
spectively

MARION CITY COUNCIL BRIEFS
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STAFF REPORT
Wayne Winters is

Rookie of the Year in
Kentucky.
Crittenden County

School District’s trans-
portation director has
been recognized as the
top newcomer in trans-
porting pupils.
Winters has been the

director of transportation
for the past year, after
earning a promotion
from assistant director
when former director Al
Starnes retired. Winters
hit the ground running

and the Stu-
dent Trans-
p o r t a t i o n
Association
of Ken-
t u c k y ' s
(STAK) re-
cently made
him its Out-
s t a n d i n g
Rookie Director.
The award aims to rec-

ognize directors with one
to five years of experience
in the position. Nearly
half of all transportation
directors in the state fall
in that category.

“He is one of the best
I’ve ever seen, and I’ve
seen them all,” said John
Wyatt, a safety and com-
pliance consultant for
the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Education, when
describing Winters.
Wyatt was in Marion

Monday making presen-
tations to the school dis-
trict’s 40-plus bus
drivers who were receiv-
ing their annual eight-
hour training update.
As part of his job, Win-

ters oversees bus drivers
and bus monitors who

travel about 250,000
miles a year and carry
about 900 students on
any given school day.
Winters is currently

president-elect of the
Kentucky Association of
Pupil Transportation and
Region 2 Director. He
was previously president
of the organization in
2015.
The local school school

bus program has been
widely lauded for its
“green” approach to
transporation, thanks to
a fleet of propane rigs.

STAFF REPORT
Property owners with a

delinquent 2018 county
tax bill have just more
than a month to pay the
levy and penalties to
avoid the possibility of
paying an inflated cost to
a third-party purchaser.
Next week, a list of those
delinquent tax bills and
the property owners are
required by statute to be
published in The Critten-
den Press.
Each year, delinquent

county taxes rob entities
of vital operating dollars
to fund their services. In
Crittenden County, that
includes the fiscal court,
school district, health
board, public library and
Extension service. As of
press time, there were
160 past due bills total-
ing almost $65,000 in
tax revenue still uncol-
lected from property
owners. Crittenden
County Schools alone
has almost $44,000 in
uncollected revenue.
That is about average

for this point, according
to Crittenden County
Clerk Carolyn Byford.
But the total of delin-

quent tax bills is likely to
fall quite a bit before the
list of delinquent county
taxes is published. That's
because Byford is also
required to publish a re-
minder to taxpayers of
the tax bill sale date. In
fact, a half-page ad noti-
fying property owners of
the Monday, Aug. 26 sale
date can be found on
Page 5.
"For some, they totally

forgot, and some have
had more time to save for
them," Byford said of the
property owners who
come in to pay after the
notice of publication ap-

pears in the paper. "But
either way, it does cost
them a lot more with
penalties and interest."
In fact, a $400 initial

tax bill mailed last fall
would become almost
$500 if left unpaid today.
And if a third-party pur-
chases the bill, it could
cost property owners
hundreds more to satisfy
a lean placed on the
property. No third-party
purchasers had regis-
tered with Byford's office
at press time, but they
have until Aug. 19 to do
so. Typically, at least a
handful of prospective
buyers register, the clerk
said.
To avoid the potential

sale of a delinquent tax
bill on real property,
owners must make pay-

ment to the county clerk
before the delinquent tax
bill sale takes place. That
sale is scheduled to
begin at 9 a.m. Monday,
Aug. 26 in Byford's
courthouse office.
Tax bills from the City

of Marion are not han-
dled out of Byford's of-
fice. The city held its tax
sale in late March.
If delinquent taxes are

not paid before that time,
Kentucky law allows any
individual or company to
purchase tax bills. The
third-party purchaser
then has 50 days to give
notice that the tax bill
has been purchased.
Payment must be sent
directly to the purchaser,
along with the associated
penalties, fees and inter-
est assessed by them
after their purchase. If

payment is not received,
the third party can ulti-
mately force a sale of the
property.
While the third-party

purchases can create a
burden for delinquent
taxpayers, next month's
tax sale benefits the local
taxing districts that
might otherwise miss
their share of the rev-
enue.
For tax bills not paid

by the owner or pur-
chased by a third-party
on Aug. 26, the county
retains the lien on the
property. That lien,
which continues to ac-
crue penalties, must still
be satisfied by the prop-
erty owner. If not satis-
fied, the county attorney
can force an eventual
foreclosure on the prop-
erty.

Lost revenue
There currently exist

almost $65,000 in unpaid
2018 county taxes, ac-
cording to the Crittenden
County Clerk’s website.
Delinquent taxes cheat
taxing districts – includ-
ing the school system and
fiscal court – out of rev-
enue used to carry out
their duties. Next week, a
list of delinquent tax bills
will be published in The
Crittenden Press. A sale of
delinquent tax bills
scheduled for Monday,
Aug. 26 will help each
government entity re-
cover some of their share.

TAXING DELINQUENT
DISTRICT TAX SHARE

School..................$43,807.56
County.................$10,614.56
Library ...................$4,497.70
Extension..............$3,356.18
Health ...................$2,698.62
TOTAL .................$64,974.61

Winters

Winters is Kentucky’s Rookie of Year

Unpaid tax bills will be sold at courthouse

Faith-Based Events & Outreach

Salem Methodists host community singing
A community singing will be held at 6 p.m., Saturday at

Salem Methodist Church in Salem. Everyone is welcome.
Community Outreach Programs
- Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of
every month.
- First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open
from 1 to 3 p.m. the third Thursday of each month in
Coleman Hall of the church.
- The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.
- The clothes closet of First Baptist Church of Fredonia is
open from 1 to 3 p.m. every Thursday. It is located at the
back of the church’s Family Life Center 
- Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in
Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days
week at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.

Let us know what going on at your churuch
Email to thepress@the-press.com or call (270) 965-3191
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AREA DEATHS

Sullenger
Mary Janette Sul-

lenger, 91, of Madisonville,
formerly of Lola, died
Tuesday, July 9, 2019, at
Madisonville Health and
Rehabilitation.

She en-
joyed listen-
ing to gospel
music and
being with
her family
and grand-
c h i l d r e n .
She was a
member of
Lola Missionary Baptist
Church.

Sullenger is survived by
a daughter, Janetta (Rod)
Jessup of Madisonville; a
son, Kenneth (Vicky) Sul-
lenger of Eddyville; a sis-
ter, Katherine Brooks of
Lola; three grandchildren,
LeAnn (Clint) Perry of Ed-
dyville, Kim (Kurt) Pierce
of Eddyville and Amy (Jer-
rod) Quertermous of Led-
better; and seven
great-grandchi ldren,
Zach, Sean, Kenlee, Chris,
Kalia, Cameron and
Anslee.

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
James Sullenger; three
brothers; six sisters; and
her parents, Carty Bebout
and Nettie McElmurry Be-
bout.

Funeral services were
Saturday at Boyd Funeral
Directors and Cremation
Services in Salem. Inter-
ment was in Lola Ceme-
tery in Livingston County.

Sullenger

Butler
James Thomas Butler,

72, of Calvert City died Fri-
day, July 12, 2019, at
Vanderbilt University
Medical Center in
Nashville, Tenn.

He worked in construc-
tion and was a U.S. Army
veteran. He was of the
B a p t i s t
faith.  He
loved being
o u t d o o r s ,
gardening,
hunting and
fishing.   He
liked to visit
his neigh-
bors and give out
the vegetables he
grew.

Butler is sur-
vived by his wife
of 51 years,
Suzan G. Butler;
two sons, Jimmy (Saman-
tha) Butler of Benton and
Tommy (Terra) Butler of
Clarksville, Tenn.; a
daughter, Becky (Tony)
Milam of Calvert City; a
brother, Robert Butler of
Hampton; nine grandchil-
dren; and two great-
grandchildren.

He was preceded in
death by a brother, Al
James Butler Jr.; and his
parents, Al James Butler
Sr. and Georgia Thella
Willbanks Butler.

Funeral services were
Monday at Boyd Funeral
Directors and Cremation
Services in Salem. Inter-
ment was in Tyner’s
Chapel Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may
be made to: Samaritan’s
Purse, P.O. Box 3000,
Boone NC 28607.

Butler

Drennan
Dottie Jo Drennan, 85,

a Crittenden County na-
tive of Newburgh, Ind.,
died Thursday, July 11,
2019, at Signature
Healthcare of Newburgh.  

She was born in Dy-
cusburg on May 3, 1934,
and gradu-
ated high
school in
Crittenden
County in
1952. She
was an ac-
tive member
of Gateway
B a p t i s t
Church in Newburgh. She
enjoyed cooking, spend-
ing time with her children
and grandchildren.

Drennan is survived
by a son, Michael (Deb-
bie) Drennan; a daugh-
ter-in-law, Laura
Drennan; a step-grand-
daughter, Camela Bird-
well; and two grandsons,
Jonathan Drennan and
Christopher Drennan.

She was preceded in
death by her husband of
52 years, Charles W.
Drennan; a son, Kevin
Drennan; two sisters,
Sarah Alfreda Kemper
and Dorothy L. Kemper;
two brothers, Billie Kem-
per and Joe Kemper; and
her parents, Archibald
Elisha and Lillian (Peek)
Kemper.

Funeral services will
be held at 11 a.m. Friday
at Alexander Funeral
Home-Newburgh Chapel,
with Rev. Terry Gamblin
officiating. Burial will be
in Sugar Grove Cemetery
in Crittenden County.

Friends may visit Fri-
day from 8 a.m. until
service time at the fu-
neral home.

Drennan

Litchfield
Verna Rhea Greenlee

Litchfield, 92, a Crittenden
County native, of Cadiz,
died Tuesday, July 9,
2019, at Trigg County
Hospital in Cadiz. 

Born Dec. 19, 1926, in
Frances, she was a retired
private caregiver and had
previously
worked at
Shady Lawn
N u r s i n g
Home and
Elk Brand
Manufactur-
ing Co. She
was a mem-
ber of the
Montgomery Homemakers
Club for more than 60
years, and a longtime
member of the Trigg
County Quilters Guild.
She was a member of East
Cadiz Baptist Church and
was a former member of
Cadiz Baptist Church,
where she was a member
of the WMU and served as
a Sunday school teacher
and GA leader.

Litchfield is survived by
two sons, Kenneth (Helen)
Travis and Kelmar "Sonny"
(Betty Lou) Litchfield, both
of Cadiz; three daughters,
Linda (Rev. Danny) Mitch-
eson of Cadiz, Marsha
(Paul) Wynn of Eddyville
and Rhonda (Bill) Stuart of
Madisonville; nine grand-
children; 22 great-grand-
children; and two
great-great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
Robert "Bob" Litchfield;
two sisters, Clara Guess
and Venita Hunter; and
her parents, Hartland and
Myrtle Nichols Greenlee.

Funeral services were
held at Goodwin Funeral
Home in Cadiz, with Revs.
Joe K. Johnson and
Danny Mitcheson officiat-
ing. Burial was in East
End Cemetery in Cadiz.

Memorials may be
made to: Cadiz Gideon
Camp, P.O. Box 65, Cadiz,
KY   42211; or Trigg
County Senior Citizens'
Center, 127 Joy Lane,
Cadiz, KY 42211.

Litchfield

Jenkins
Robert Marshall Jenk-

ins, 90, of Marion died
July 14, 2019, at Salem
Springlake Health and Re-
habilitation Cen-
ter in Salem.

He had
worked for the
U.S. Department
of Agriculture as
a food inspector
and was a member of Mar-
ion Baptist Church. He
was a veteran of the U.S.
Army.

Jenkins is survived by
two cousins, Jerry Tooley
of Henderson and Linda
Tabor of Marion; and spe-
cial friend and caregiver,
Velda Damron of Marion.

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
Robert Marcellas and Fan-
nie Kirk Jenkins.

Funeral services will be
held at 2 p.m. today
(Thursday) at Myers Fu-
neral Home in Marion.
Burial will be in Mapleview
Cemetery in Marion.

Visitation will be held
beginning at 10 a.m. today
and continuing until the
time of the service at
Myers Funeral Home.

Board of ed
OKs update
of intercom,
phones
STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County
High and Middle schools
should have new intercom
and phone systems when
classes starts on Aug. 14.

Last week, the board of
education approved
spending almost $76,500
in capital outlays to re-
place the aging and unre-
liable systems utilized by
the adjoining schools.
Communications Inc. of
Murray was the winning
bidder for each system.

Both systems were
more than 20 years old,
and because they were
outdated presented myr-
iad problems with service
and parts replacements.
Both had become trouble-
some. Last school year,
the intercom system was
down for several days.

The new digital phone
system offers users an
array of new functions.
Outside callers should no-
tice no difference.

Board of ed OKs
new SRO deal 
STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County
Board of Education last
week extended its agree-
ment with Crittenden
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment to provide a school
resource officer for the
school district in 2019-20.
Deputy John Shofner will
continue in the role. He
was hired last year.
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Jump Start for
6th graders

Sixth grade parents
and guardians will want to
help incoming sixth
graders at Crittenden
County Middle School get
a "jump" on middle school
this month. Two sessions
of JumpStart, an orienta-
tion program only for in-
coming sixth grade
students, will be held from
9 a.m. to noon. July 29
and July 31. At this ses-
sion, students will tour the
building, meet the sixth
grade teachers, have Q&A
and recreational time and
time to work with lockers.
Students only need to at-
tend one session, and no
advance registration is
necessary. Drop off at the
front entrance is at 9 a.m.,
and pick-up is at the same
location at noon. 

Calendar
– The recently re-orga-

nized Fraternal Order of
Police in Crittenden
County is hosting a corn
hole tournament Saturday.
Pre-register at Hodge’s or
e m a i l
crittendencofop@gmail.co
m. Cost is $15 per person
if registered by July 17,
$20 day of event, which
will be held at City-County
Park. First place is 35 per-
cent payback, second
place 10 percent and third
place 5 percent. 

– A Croft Family Re-
union, consisting of the
family of John A. Logan
and Mary Louellen Croft,
will be having a reunion in
Lola at New Union Gen-
eral Baptist Church (Dit-
ney) at 4 p.m., July 27. An
early supper is being
planned. Meat, bread and
drinks will be provided.
Please bring a covered
dish, salad or dessert. A
video that will be played
and a few gifts will be pre-
sented. For more informa-
tion call Linda Ferrell (270)
988-3406 or Doris Belt
(270) 988-2833. The chil-
dren of John and Mary
Louellen Croft were Roy
Croft, Nelda C. Riley, Ruth
C. Belt, John Lowery
Croft, Opal C. Cash,
Charles Croft, Tracy Croft
and Lois Croft.

Senior Center
The Crittenden County

Senior Citizens Center is
open weekdays 8 a.m.-2
p.m. Lunch is served at
11:30 a.m. each day, and
is $3 for those 60 and
older and $5 for those
under 60. Reservations
are encouraged two days
in advance but are taken
up to a week in advance.

Volunteers are always
needed at the senior cen-
ter. If you would like to vol-
unteer your time, contact
director Jenny Sosh at
(270) 965-5229.

Menu and activities for
the following seven days
include:

Thursday - Menu is
ham and bean soup, hot
spiced beats, buttered
spinach, pear crisp and
cornbread.

Friday - Menu is
chicken parmesan with
noodles, cucumber salad,
whole wheat roll and
peach cobbler. Bingo will
begin at 10:30 a.m. 

Monday – Menu is beef
stew, brown rice, cole
slaw, cornbread, pineap-
ple delight and margarine.
Ladies exercise with Full
Body Fitness Studio be-
gins at 9:45 a.m.

Tuesday – Menu is
BBQ pork on whole wheat
bun, au gratin potatoes,
cucumber salad and oat-
meal raisin cookie.

July 24 – Menu is beef
pot roast, mashed pota-
toes with brown gravy,
squash casserole, wheat
roll and peach cobbler.
Bingo begins at 10:30
a.m. 

All menu items are
subject to change based
on availability. 

PACS provides milk,
coffee, tea and water each
day. Aging coordinator
Jenny Sosh is director of
the center.

For more information,
call (270) 965-5229.
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The little village of
Mattoon was once an im-
portant location in the
area, as it was the only
settlement between Cen-
terville and the Ohio
River where the wagons
of pioneers could stop
and rest, water their
stock, visit with other
families and buy supplies
to continue their journey
North.  Here is some in-
teresting history about
the very early days of
Mattoon, gathered by
Bob Wheeler in 1970.

–––
Mattoon sits in a small

plain through which
flows the northern fork of
the bushy Fork of
Crooked Creek; therefore
its well-watered and eas-
ily defended position on
the way to the
Ohio River
crossing would
have no doubt
made the spot
an excellent
campsite for
hunters and
trappers on the
Saline big-game
trail, and as a
camp-gound -
rendezvous for
packhorse trav-
eling pre-1803
pioneers and
local settlers.

According to
local tradition,
the campsite
was known as
"Lick-Skillet," and this
designation was probably
a true one, for the trail
was the natural pathway
of the bison, deer, elk
and other grazing ani-
mals on their necessary
periodic journeys from
the barren plains of
southwestern Kentucky
and northwestern Ten-
nessee to the Saline Salt
Licks, just across the
Ohio in what is now
Hardin County, Ill.

The trail began at
French Licks, (now
Nashville) on the Cum-
berland River in Ten-
nessee. In the popular
pioneer slang of that day
a small plain or level area
used as a campsite or
cooking place within a
larger rolling valley was
often called a "skillet,"
and since the trace that
led to its use as a camp-
site ran between two salt
"licks," deviation of the
locals’ early name from
these two names seems
quite reasonable.

George Flynn opened
his Ohio River Ferry in
1803 and caused the
widening of the trace or
trail into a wagon road.
The Jefferson Purchase
opened the plains of
western Illinois and the
Trans-Mississippi to the
continuation of the flow
of the great Scotch-Irish
migration, which was
now filling Livingston
County, which then in-
cluded the present coun-
ties of Crittenden,
Caldwell, Livingston,
Lyon and Trigg. The
route was a fish-hook
shaped course from
Pennsylvania, south
through Virginia and into
and through North and
South Carolina, thence
north outwardly through

Tennessee and
into western
Kentucky.

The Flynn's
Ferry became
the main high-
way for the over-
land-traveling
pioneers to Illi-
nois and the
t rans-Miss is -
sippi region to
its west and
northwest, and
it is said that a
covered wagon
was rarely out of
sight on this
road.  

The campsite
of Lick-Skillet

lay about a day's journey
by the pioneer's slow-
moving ox-drawn wag-
ons, north of the pioneer
towns of Donaldson and
Centerville, the last two
towns and supply points
for the northward trav-
eler before reaching the
Ohio that existed in those
days.  The area thus be-
came a camp or
overnight park for cov-
ered wagons and would
have been the field
where the Mattoon
school building is located
today and across the
highway where the stores
used to be located. 

The field was probably
lined from day to day
with the high wheeled
wooden wagons and  the
oxen which drew them
along the dusty roads
from Tennessee and the
South.  And the few cat-
tle and other livestock,
which had been drawn
along by a rope or buck-
skin strap attached to
their owner's wagon

would drink from the
nearby streams or graze
peacefully in the tall
grass of the branch bot-
toms.  

It is thought that it
was in these days that
Mattoon first received its
name.  It was first called
Matt's-town, after an
early peddler or trader
who operated at the cov-
ered wagon towns usu-
ally always present in the
area, and the two words
soon became phoneti-
cally joined to form the
present name of Mattoon.

–––
Another busy and

growing community in the
early 1900s was the
nearby town of Repton. It
was an important rail-
road stop during these
early days. 

The town of Repton is
located a couple miles off
U.S. 60. East on Fishtrap
Road.  Before U.S. 60
was built, it was a thriv-
ing community with
three grocery stores, the
post office, a grist mill,
stock pens, a ticket and
freight depot, two
churches – Repton Bap-
tist and Union Cumber-
land Presbyterian and
the Repton Cemetery. 

Two schools nearby
were Post Oak and Oak-
land.  These schools were
a vital part of the com-
munity as they served
not only the educational
needs of the young peo-
ple, but were gathering
places for many good
times for the families and
friends.   

The little town served
the needs of a large farm-
ing area. The railroad
was built through Crit-
tenden County in 1887.
Repton boasted of a
switch yard, or siding,
where farmers could load
their livestock into the
car for shipment.  Farm-
ers drove their livestock
from as far away as We-
ston and Shady Grove to
be loaded on the train at
Repton and taken to the
large stockyards at
Evansville. There was
also a place for local

farmers to bring their
cream for pick-up each
day to be taken to the
creamery in Evansville.

The railroad also
brought much needed
supplies for the commu-
nity, such as coal, oil,
logs, farm machinery,
lumber, chemicals, fertil-
izer and grain.  There
were six passenger trains
each day, three going
south to Princeton and
three going north to
Evansville.  Families from
the surrounding area
would come to Repton to
ride the train to Marion,
and then return home
later in the day on an-
other train.

–––
To get a good picture

of how busy this little vil-
lage was let's see what
The Crittenden Press’
representative, as he was
out getting advertise-
ments for the paper,  has
to say about Repton in
his December 1919 visit
to the town.  

The firm of Wm. T.
Perry and Son does a
thriving business in gen-
eral merchandise.  They
have been in business 10
years and do a tremen-
dous business for a town
of this size.

John. A. Nation and
Son are live wire grocers
and their business is
growing by leaps and
bounds.  Their soft drink
and ice cream business
during the summer is an
important branch of their
business.

Billie M. Duvall does a
good business in milling
corn meal, crushing
corn, etc.  He is also one
of the county's famous
baseball experts and is
quite fond of the game.

O. G. Threlkeld,
farmer and dairyman,
own 360 acres of some of
the finest farming land in
the county and knows
how to improve it. He is
completing one of the
largest, if not the largest,
dairy barns in the
county. It will stall 60
cows and has a large silo
at one end with a

tramway on which to run
the silage to the mangers.
He has a power plant and
light system which lights
his dwelling, barns and
milk house, milks four
cows at a time, runs the
cream separator, etc.
This is the first patent
milker this pencil driver
ever saw  and it is a suc-
cess.  And the beauty of
it is that the milk flows
down instead of up as it
always did when I
milked.  This is an ideal
farm home.  Modern im-
provements and conven-
iences will tell you of
young life.

John R. Moore is the
obliging postmaster at
Repton.  Two rural routes
go out from this point.  F.
A. Richardson is on No. 1
and C. E. Clark on No. 2.

I dined in the home of
Rev. R. S. Richardson,
the live pastor of Marion
circuit.  You see he is a
preacher-farmer and the
eats, they were plentiful
and well prepared.

James J. Burton,
Arthur R. Nunn, Holbert
H. Traylor and many oth-
ers were in Repton shop-
ping.  Mr. Lexie Harmon
is our local newspaper
man, he is the one to
whom any and all hap-
penings in this commu-
nity can be reported.

–––
It's always fun to take

a visit back in time to our
many  little communities
of long ago. May they
never be forgotten for the
colorful and important
part they played in the
history of our county.  Al-
though many of the fa-
miliar community names
are now gone, someone
will still have fond mem-
ories of their home
towns.

(Brenda Underdown is
chair of Crittenden
County Historical Society
and a member of Critten-
den County Genealogical
Society. Much more local
history can be found at
OurForgottenPassages.bl
ogspot.com).

Mattoon good
trade, rest
area on travel
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Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

An early advertisement from The Crittenden Press in 1900 tells about one of the busi-
nesses in the village of Repton. 

Two recent high
school graduates from
Crittenden County are
recipients of scholarships
from Crittenden County
Farm Bureau and the
Kentucky Farm Bureau
Education Foundation.
In partnership with the
County Farm Bureaus,
the Kentucky Farm Bu-
reau Education Founda-
tion awarded more than
$460,000 this year to de-
serving students from
across the Common-
wealth.

John  Duvall  was
awarded a  $1,000  Ken-
tucky Farm Bureau Edu-
cation Foundation
Scholarship  as well as
a  $1,000  Crittenden
County Farm Bureau
Scholarship. Duvall
plans to attend  Murray
State University  to
study agronomy. Duvall
is the son of  Larry and
Tammy Duvall of Marion.

Shelby Summers also
was awarded
a  $1,000  Crittenden
County Farm Bureau

Scholarship.  Summers
plans to attend Western
K e n t u c k y
University.  Summers  is

the daughter of  Von
Summers and Patricia
Summers of Marion.

Farm Bureau awards Crittenden scholarships

Extension
– The Diabetes Sup-

port Group will meet at 10
a.m., Friday at the Exten-

sion Office.  
– Quilt Club will meet at

9:30 a.m., July 29 at the Ex-
tension Office. 

4-H event at 
Create & Paint

A fundraiser for the
Crittenden County 4-H
program will be held from
4-7 p.m., July23.

Held at Create & Paint
in the basement of Fohs
Hall, the event is open to
youth and adults who
would like to paint wood
decor for wall hangings or
wreaths.

RSVP by calling the
Extension office at (270)
965-5236 by July 19.
Cost varies by project.

Fair pageants
July 28-30

The annual Miss Critten-
den County Fair and Little
Mr. and Miss Crittenden
County pageants will be
held Sunday, July 28-Tues-
day, July 30 at Fohs Hall. 

Little Mr. and Miss be-
gins at 3 p.m., July 28 and
is open to contestants from
Crittenden and surrounding
counties. Separate winners
will be named for local and
state divisions. 

Miss Crittenden County
is July 29 and the open Miss
Crittenden County to select
out-of-county winner is July
30. Call(270) 871-1383 for
more information.
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GOLF
Gilchrist fires 74 to
win Paducah’s Mullen 
Local golfer Lauren Gilchrist
won an impressive victory last
week at the annual Mark Mullen
Invitational. The Mullen tourna-
ment is one of the oldest in west-
ern Kentucky for young golfers.
It’s played at Paducah’s Paxton
Park. Gilchrist, who will be a sen-
ior on this fall’s Crittenden
County golf team, was playing
against a number of contenders
for the girls’ First Region champi-
onship. She shot a 74 to win the
18-hole event last Tuesday. The
3-over-par round tied Gilchrist’s
best round ever. She edged out
projected high school regional
contenders Margaret Butts and
Ellie Roof of St. Mary and Ade-
line Edwards of McCracken
County. Gilchrist also finished
fourth in a 36-hole Big Blue Col-
lege Prep Tournament at the Uni-
versity Club of Kentucky in
Lexington last weekend.

Martin wins tourney
Cody Martin fin-
ished 4-under-par
to win the Deer
Lakes Invitational
and the coveted
orange jacket last
weekend. He shot
66-74-140 to win
the medal-play event at the
Salem course.

QB Club golf event
The annual Crittenden County

Quarterback Club Golf Tourna-
ment will be held Wednesday,
July 24 at Deer Lakes Golf
Course in Salem. To register, call
Ronnie Myers at (270) 704-0108.

ARCHERY
Boudro 9th in nation
Local archer Tucker Boudro

finished third in
national outdoor
target competition
and ninth in 3D
target shooting at
last week’s S3DA
Outdoor Nationals
at Metropolis, Ill.
Boudro, 10, has had a very suc-
cessful summer shooting in the
outdoor archery series where
contestants fire arrows at three-
dimensional and round targets at
varying distances. 

SUMMER BASKETBALL
Second-place finish
Playing in the Midwest High

School Nationals summer series
AAU Basketball tournament, the
Fredonia Elite finished runnerup.
Crittenden County has several
players on the squad, namely
Preston Morgeson, Erik O’Leary,
Gabe Mott and Preston Turley.

FOOTBALL
CCMS starts practice
Crittenden County Middle

School football practice began
last week. Practices are at 5:30
p.m., weekdays on campus. Any-
one in grades seven and eight
interested in playing should  con-
tact coach Jacob Courtney at
(270) 969-0168. The season be-
gins Aug. 3.

Sports The Crittenden Press

McDonald promoted
to head V-ball coach
Crittenden County has hired a volleyball

coach to replace former
skipper Cara Hunt, who
resigned to accept a
teaching position at
Lyon County. 
Last year’s CCHS as-
sistant coach Bayley
McDonald, 26, has
been named as the new head coach. Mc-
Donald is a 2011 graduate of Caldwell
County High School where she played
volleyball on some stellar teams, including
one that won an All A Classic state cham-
pionship, three regional titles and five dis-
trict crowns. She was an all-state
selection as a senior and was also picked
multiple times as an all-district and all-re-
gion competitor.
McDonald played collegiate volleyball at
Kentucky Wesleyan College and Mid Con-
tinent University.
She has also been coach of a successful
travel volleyball team, VAPR (Volleyball
Academy of the Pennyrile Region) based
out of Hopkinsville. 

IRONMAN
LEADERS

Overall Points
1. Xander Tabor, Jr.
2. Eli Moss, Jr.
3. Caden McCalister, Jr.
4. Tyler Boone, Jr.
5. Travis Guess, Sr.
6. Braxton Winders, Jr.
7. Dylan Yates, So.
8. Lathan Easley, Jr.
9. Hunter Jones, Sr.
10. Tucker Sharp, So.

QUICKNESS / AGILITY
40 Yard Dash
Eli Moss                   4.66
Travis Guess            4.83
Keifer Marshall         5.00
Xander Tabor           5.01
Lathan Easley          5.02
Tyler Boone             5.08
Caden McCalister    5.10

Verticle Jump
Xander Tabor          28.5”
Eli Moss                  28.5”
Tyler Boone            26.0”
Caden McCalister   25.5”
Preston Morgeson  25.0”

WEIGHT LIFTING
Power Clean
Xander Tabor            225
Caden McCalister     205
Dylan Yates               205
Lathan Easley           205

Bench
Xander Tabor            235
Caden McCalister     230
Eli Moss                    225
Dylan Yates               225
Brady Knight             225
Tyler Boone              215
Lathan Easley           215
Chase Stevens         215

Squat
Dylan Yates               365
Xander Tabor            355
Anthony Greenwood 355
Lathan Easley           330

For Complete List of
Individual Results 

See Rocket Football Online

STAFF REPORT
For more than 18 years, Crit-

tenden County football players
have been starting the season
with an individual strength,
speed and agility competition
called the Ironman.

About 50 players competed in
this year’s pre-season competi-
tion and junior Xander Tabor
came out on top, collecting his
first Ironman championship.
Tabor is projected as the start-
ing running back this season.

Finishing second in his first
ever Ironman competition was

football newcomer Eli Moss.
The competition aims to en-

courage a well-rounded athlete,
combining speed and strength
to perfect a player. This year’s
weightlifting figures were
markedly higher than last sum-
mer’s, a tribute to work in the
weightroom, says the coaching
staff.

While the running and agili-
ties part of the contest tends to
favor the skilled-position play-
ers, those husky linemen play
catchup in overall points by
dominating in the weight room.

As much as anything, the
competition is a way for the
coaching staff to get players
geared up for pre-season prac-
tice and to reward those who
have worked hard during the
offseason.

Rocket football season begins
on Aug. 23 at Fort Campbell.
The boys will be at a joint prac-
tice session with Murray and
Marshall County on Aug. 9 at
Murray High School. The Rock-
ets will host Calloway County for
a scrimmage on Aug. 16.

Ten Rocket football players were recognized for their performances in the annual Ironman competition,
which took place recently on campus. Pictured are the top finishers (front from left) Travis Guess, Eli
Moss, Caden McCalister, Lathan Ealsey, (back) Tucker Sharp, Hunter Jones, Ironman winner Xander Tabor,
Braxton Winders, Tyler Boone and Dylan Yates.

IRONMAN COMPETITION

Pre-season competition kicks off 2019

Reflections of a former
Rocket visiting his
hometown ball court
STAFF REPORT

We couldn’t resist pulling this off of social
media and posting it here in the newspaper
where others could enjoy the reflections of a
former Crittenden County basketball great.

Of course, Payton Croft has moved on to
coaching his own team nowadays, but once he
toiled here at Rocket Arena under his father’s
tutelage. The son of Marion-Crittenden
County Hall of Fame coach Jimmy Croft, Pay-
ton has made quite a name for himself in
western Kentucky prep basketball circles as a
highly-respected coach. As a Rocket player,
Croft became the school’s all-time assist
leader and ranks among the top 15 scorers all
time. He played here from 2000 to 2005 along-
side all-time scoring leader Tim Hill, whose
mother is mentioned in the Facebook post at
left. 

Hill is already in the local athletics hall of
fame and Croft is arguably a future hall of
famer.

Time and distance tends to provide un-
canny reflection and personal introspection
that helps not only build personal character,
but also keep our feet firmly on the ground.

Crittenden County opened its pre-season 7-on-7 series last Thursday night at McCracken County’s invitational tournament. The Rock-
ets were 1-2 in pool play and lost to South Spencer, Ind., in the single-elimination tournament. The good news is that CCHS beat Fort
Campbell, which the team will see again on Aug. 23 in the regular-season opener. Pictured above is senior Hunter Jones casting his
eyes downfield during the 7-on-7 event. Jones and junior Braxton Winders look like the top candidates for QB this season.



Marion’s Stingrays swim
team finished its season with
a win, 744-413, at Calvert City
last week against the Orange
Waves. Following are the top
finishers for Marion’s squad.

Medley Relay
8u boys - 1st - Beau Mara-
man, Kaden Herrington, Sam
Eichelberger, Bode Merrill;
2nd - Zane Smith, Brendan
Eichelberger, Aiden Smith,
Jordy Byford.
8u girls - 1st - Aubrey Debat,
Sarah Grau, Nora Hollis, Zoe
Foster.
10u boys - 1st - Eli Eichel-
berger, Sam Eichelberger,
Noah Byford, Bode Merrill;
2nd - Caleb Combs, Zak
Smith, Beau Maraman, Kaden
Herrington
10u girls - 1st - Delaney
Dunkerson, Morgan Stewart,
Braelyn Merrill, Grier Crider;
2nd - Lacey Boone, Aliza
Maraman, Nora Hollis, Abigail
James.
12u girls - 1st - Aaliyah Lit-
trell, Aliyah Maraman, Aubrey
Hollis, Ali Hollis.
14u boys - 1st - Evan Mc-
Dowell, Rain Elder, Dougie
Smith, Paris Foster.
14u girls - 1st - Ava Henry,
Braelyn Merrill, Koltar Gilland,
Aubrey Hollis
Butterfly
*Top four Marion finishers
8u boys - 4th, Beau Maraman
8u girls - 4th, Sarah Grau
10u  boys - 4th, Caleb Combs
10u girls - 4th, Aliza Maraman
12u girls - 4th, Aaliyah Littrell

Freestyle
6-u boys - 2nd, Tucker Wells
8u boys - 2nd, Kaden Her-
rington; 4th, Beau Maraman
8u girls - 2nd, Sarah Grau;
3rd, Aubrey Debat
10u boys - 3rd, Charlie Led-
ford; 4th, Caleb Combs
10u girls - 4th, Lacey Boone
12u girls - 1st - Aubrey Grau;
2nd, Aaliyah Littrell; 4th, Ali
Hollis
14u boys - 4th, Evan McDow-
ell
14u girls - 3rd, Ava Henry;
4th, Koltar Gilland

Backstroke
6-u boys - 4th, Jordy Byford
8u boys - 3rd, Kaden Herring-
ton; 4th, Beau Maraman
8u girls - 2nd, Aubrey Debat;
3rd, Sarah Grau
10u boys - 4th, Eli Eichel-
berger
10u girls - 3rd, Morgan Stew-
art; 4th, Grier Crider
12u girls - 3rd, Aubrey Grau
14u boys - 4th, Rain Elder
14u girls - 2nd, Koltar Gilland;
4th, Ava Henry

Freestyle
10u boys - 4th, Charlie Led-
ford
12u girls - 2nd, Aaliyah Littrell
14u girls - 3rd, Ava Henry

Breaststroke
8u boys - 3rd, Kaden Herring-
ton
8u girls - 3rd, Nora Hollis; 4th,
Aubrey Debat
10u boys - 3rd, Caleb Combs
10u girls - 4th - Grier Crider
12u girls - 3rd, Aliyah Mara-
man; 4th, Aubrey Grau
14u boys - 4th, Evan McDow-
ell
14u girls - 4th, Koltar Gilland
Freestyle Relay
8u boys - 1st - Sm Eichel-
berger, Kaden Herrington,
Beau Maraman, Bode Miller;
3rd - Zane Smith, Brendan
Eichelberger, Aiden Smith,
Jordy Byford
8u girls - 1st - Aubrey Debat,
Sarah Grau, Zoe Foster, Nora
Hollis
10u boys - 1st - Eli Eichel-

berger, Charlie Ledford, Caleb
Combs, Noah Byford
10u girls - 1st - Grier Crider,
Morgan Stewart, Lacey
Boone, Braelyn Merrill; 2nd -
Aliza Maraman, Abigail
James, Aubrey Debat, De-
laney Dunkerson
12u girls - 1st - Aaliyah LIt-
trell, Aubrey Grau, Ali Hollis,
Aubrey Hollis; 2nd - Katie
Beth James, Grier Crider,
Aliyah Maraman, Lacey
Boone
14u girls - 2nd - Koltar
Gilland, Aubrey Grau, Ali Hol-
lis, Ava Henry
14u boys - 1st - Evan Mc-
Dowell, Paris Foster, Dougie
Smith, Rain Elder
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Recruiting rankings
have never been a huge
topic of conversation for
Keion Brooks Sr. and his
son, Keion Brooks Jr., a
Kentucky five-star fresh-
man basketball player.

Brooks Jr. was
ranked among the na-
tion’s top 15
players in the
2019 recruit-
ing class but
some believe
he could be
even better
playing for
coach John
Calipari than
some sus-
pect.

“I have never really
thought about where
people put him (in the
rankings),” Brooks Sr.
said. “We talk about the
number in front of the
game but what you do
with the production be-
hind it is what really
matters. He can go out
and be productive and
show what he can do on
the floor and it will
speak for itself. A lot of
times you can get caught
up in rankings and kids
will lose focus on what
they need to do and can
do.

“He just wants to win
and understands the
game is a team concept.
It’s all about winning at
the end and what have
you done to help your
team win and could you
have done even more.
He’s always been taught
to make winning plays
and that is not always
scoring. He can be set-
ting a screen or defend-
ing a key play. Just do
whatever it takes to win
is what he does.”

Brooks Sr. has seen
Calipari “preach” that
same philosophy to his
players the last few
years. The UK fresh-
man’s father looks at
numbers and has seen
how Calipari’s players
have balanced minutes
and points per game.

“It’s not a one-man
show. It’s a balanced at-
tack. It’s who is in the
right place to make
plays at the right time,”
Brooks Sr. said. “One of
the things that really
stood out to us with
Coach was all of the
players getting a chance
to eat and trust in their
brothers. You do that,
everybody succeeds and
you play winning bas-

ketball. One thing I re-
ally enjoyed in conversa-
tions during recruiting
was when Coach talked
about the game is not
about shots but what
you can do to help the
team win.”

Brooks Jr. has had a
knack for making big
shots at the biggest mo-
ments during his career.
That’s also an attribute
Calipari and his staff
like.

“Keion has worked on
shooting the ball from
different spots on the
floor from all kind of dif-
ferent angles,” the
player’s father said.

“If he has a weakness,
it might be that he
sometimes sets the bar
too high. He’s almost a
basketball perfectionist
who is never satisfied
with what he has done.

“He wants to do
things right no matter
what it is,” Brooks’ fa-
ther said. “He’s also
wondering if this was the
right play, right decision.
He wants to be the guy
you look at to make sure
he’s doing it the right
way. He holds himself to
a high standard. He tries
to reach his goals and
not allow situations to
still by him because of
something he could not
control.

“Sometimes he feels
he should have done
more. He always wants it
to be the right way. He
doesn’t want to be in a
situation where he did
something (in a game)
and then sees he should
not have done it. He
wants to be in the situa-
tion where ‘we did’ and
not ‘should have done it.’
If he can continue to

have that mentality and
really understand the
game like that it will only
help him grow more as a
person and player.”

Could the spotlight at
UK consume a player
who sets such a high bar
for himself because
every move will be scru-
tinized by fans and
media?

“He is a kid that will
not look for the spot-
light. However, he knows
it will be there,” Brooks
Sr. said.  “He is a kid
that has had some expe-
rience on AAU and high
school level with that. I
do not know that he un-
derstands the magni-
tude yet of what it will be
like during the season.
But it will never be
about him. It will always
be about the Big Blue
Nation with him because
more than anything, he
wants to win.”

–––––––––––––––––––

Jared Lorenzen’s
legacy was way bigger
than I even realized
when the former UK
quarterback passed
away at age 38 on July
3. I was on six out-of-
state radio shows, in-
cluding one in Portland,
Ore., talking about
Lorenzen and sports talk
shows in Kentucky were
filled with Lorenzen sto-
ries and memories for
days.

Former Kentucky re-
ceiver Aaron Boone said
he never played with an-
other quarterback like
Lorenzen in college or
professional football
where he played with the
Dallas Cowboys,
Chicago Bears and Car-
olina Panthers in the
NFL as well as Berlin
Thunder (NFL Europe)
and Philadelphia,
Kansas City and Utah in
the Arena Football
League before suffering
a career-ending knee in-
jury in 2011.

“His big rocket of an
arm, with a lefty spin,
took some getting used
to, but once we con-
nected we rolled and had
a great run together at
the University of Ken-
tucky. In a span of 16
straight games, we con-
nected for 15 touchdown
receptions,” Boone said.

He was a junior col-
lege All-American before
transferring to UK.

Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

Join us in our effort to provide students of all ages in Crittenden County 

with new backpacks for the coming school year.  

Please bring the backpacks to our banking  

center on North Main Street in Marion.

The drive will continue  

through July 23, 2019.

For Crittenden County  
School students

www.efirstunitedbank.com
270-965-1230

305 N Main St  I  Marion

Backpack Drive

Brooks finds winning greater
reward than personal ranking

Keion Brooks Jr.

Coach Patti Merrill encourages Koltar Gilland in her 50-
yard breaststroke race.  

Crittenden County’s 10-under all stars won the USSSA State Championship Tourna-
ment at Hopkinsville last weekend. Pictured are (front from left) Hudson Stokes, Colt
Bailey, Eli Herrin, Jack Porter, Hunter Jackson, (second row) Gunner Topp, Jett Red-
dick, Drake Young, Jaxton Duncan, Brady Dayberry, Brayden Walton, Jake Rich,
(back row) coaches Adam Dayberry, Shane Young and Joey Rich. Head coach Robby
Jackson is lying on the ground in the front.

Marion swimmers cap season with victory



for sale
Paracide® shampoo kills 
fleas & ticks on dogs & cats, 
eliminates doggy odor & re-
stores glossy coat. Akridge 
Farm Supply. (270) 545-
3332. (www.kennelvax.
com(. (3t-7-p)
Two cattle head catchers, 
Blue Mole brand. No chute, 
just gate. Good condition. 
(270) 836-3298. (3t-01-c)fcf
CRAFTSMAN YARD vac-
uum. Self-propelled with 
bagger for leaves or grass, 
located in Marion. Asking 
$325. Call (270) 704-0402. 
(3t-4-p)

real estate
91 ACRES in Crittenden 
County,  good crop and 
livestock Fm 60 acres crop, 
balance fenced and cross 
fenced, several building 
sites,  .3  mile road frontage 
short distance from Salem; 
116 acres marketable hard-
wood timber in Livingston 
County,  Hwy 137  Bethel Hill 
Rd. Hunting cabin, 4 electric 
camper hookups and county 
water along road, .3 miles of 
road frontage.   Call Brenda 
at Lake Realty (270) 362-
4219.  (4t-4-c)
2 BR MARION home, 1 
bath, 1,200-square-foot on 
400 block of West Bellville 
Street. Remodeled in 2013. 
Find pictures and more de-
tails on Zillow.com. Asking 
$64,400. Call or text (270) 
704-6402. (4t-5-p)

for rent
2 BR, 1 bath house, $375 
plus deposit, (270) 704-
3234. (3-tfc-c) je
For rent in Marion, House or 
apartment. Call for availabil-
ity, Mon.-Sat., 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(270) 965-4242. (6t-5-p)

agriculture
RETIRED POLICE officer in 
Eddyville looking for hunting 
rights. Willing to share game 
and hunt nuisance animals 
in season. Call (270) 388-
4992 or (315)767-4038. 
(7t-4-p)

employment 
Applications are being ac-
cepted for a second shift 
custodian at Crittenden 
County Middle/High School. 
Applicants should have at 
least a high school diploma 
or GED. The ideal candidate 
will have a strong work eth-
ic, good attention to detail 
and able to work well with 
others. This is a full-time, 
8-hour per day, 240 day po-
sition with full benefits. Wag-
es start at $10.27 per hour. 
(1t-3-c)
The Earle C. Clements Job 
Corps Academy is seek-
ing employees.  We offer a 
competitive salary, benefits 
package and advancement 
opportunities.  Full-time, 
part-time, and substitute 
positions available.  MTC 
is an equal opportunity em-
ployer-Minority/Female/
Disabled/Veteran.  To view 
current openings and qualifi-
cations and to apply, please 
visit our website: www.
mtcjobs.com.  “Building To-
morrow’s Futures Today”. 
(4t-4-c)

services

I WILL DO house cleaning 
or set with the elderly. Janey 
Heidrich. (270) 836-3463. 
(1t-3-p)
DIMITRI CROFT Backhoe 
Service. 50 years experi-
ence. Call anytime, (270) 
988-2748. (4t-4-c)
VALLEY VIEW Windows, 
Custom Built Vinyl Windows, 
we install for new construc-
tion and replacements, Pole 
Barns, Re-roofing, Decks, 
Doors. Aquila A. Yoder, Jr., 
1240 Valley View Rd., Mar-
ion, KY 42064. (38t-27-p)
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel build-
ings, walls, sidewalks, drive-
ways, room additions. Call 
for quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (16-19-p)

notices
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The Hen-
derson Gleaner, The Living-
ston Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and for 
only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call 
for all! For more informa-
tion, contact the classified 
department at (270) 965-
3191 or email us at adver-
tising@the-press.com.

statewides
Antique Show

38th YEAR! BURLING-
TON ANTIQUE SHOW. 

10 min. south of Cincinna-
ti. Sunday, July 21 6am-
3pm. 200+ dealers. Rain 
or Shine. (513) 922-6847. 
burlingtonantiqueshow.com

Automotive
CASH FOR CARS! We buy 
all cars! Junk, high-end, 
totaled – it doesn’t matter! 
Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MOD-
ELS too! Call 1-833-258-
7036
DONATE YOUR CAR, 
TRUCK OR BOAT TO HER-
ITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
CALL 1-866-713-1593
DONATE YOUR CAR FOR 
BREAST CANCER!  Help 
United Breast Cancer Foun-
dation education,  preven-
tion, & support programs.  
FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 
HR RESPONSE - TAX DE-
DUCTION 1-877-624-2030

Business Services
HughesNet Satellite In-
ternet FOR BUSINESS. 
25mbps for just $69.99/
mo!  Get More Data   FREE 
Off-Peak Data. Built-in WiFi 
for wireless devices. FREE 
Standard Installation. CALL 
1-855-893-3174

Cable/Utilities
Get DIRECT TV! ONLY 
$35/month! 155 Channels 
& 1000s of Shows/ Movies 
on Demand (w/SELECT All 
Included Package). PLUS 

Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously at 
No Addt 1 Cost. Call 1-866-
292-5435 or satellitedeal-
now.com/KPA
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 
Channels   $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-855-633-4574
DIRECTV NOW. No Satel-
lite Needed. $40/month. 65 
Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports 
& On Demand Titles. No 
Annual Contract. No Com-
mitment. CALL 1-833-743-
7168
DISH TV - $59.99/month 
for 190 channels. $100 Gift 
Card with Qualifying Ser-
vice! Free premium chan-
nels (Showtime, Starz, & 
more) for 3 months. Voice 
remote included. Restric-
tions apply, call for details.  
Call 1-855-303-4767
°DIRECTV Te Trae El Mejor 
F’tbol De Mèxico por Univi-
sion! Paquete ìM·s ULTRAî, 
Todo IncluÌdo$45.00/ mes, 
m·s impuestos. Incluye M·s 
de 240 canales! Llame al 
Òumero  844-411-6558

Cellular
GET A $250 AT&T VISA® 
REWARD CARD WHEN 
YOU BUY A SMART-
PHONE ON AT&T NEXT! 
Limited Time Offer. More 
For Your Thing. (*Req’s 
well-qualified credit. Limits 
& restr’s apply.) Call Now! 
1-866-799-9268 or visit ww-
w.250reward.com/KY

Financial Services
ATTENTION ALL HOME-
OWNERS in jeopardy of 
foreclosure? We can help 
stop your home from fore-
closure The Foreclosure 
Defense helpline can help 
save your home. The Call is 
absolutely free 1-800-758-
4070
REDUCE IRS TAX Debt! 
Resolve Back Taxes! Stop 
Penalties & Interest! Stop 
Garnishments! 100% FREE 
Consultation Call Now 
1-855-398-3085
70 YEARS OLD, kids are 
grown. Still need your life 
insurance? Or is a big LIFE 
SETTLEMENT CASH PAY-
OUT smarter? Call Benefit 
Advance. 1-855-419-5973
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Classifieds The Crittenden Press The Press Online
CrittendenPress.Blogspot.com

    The
Crittenden Press

125 E. Bellville St., P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064 • (270) 965-3191

information@the-press.com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or less are $6 for one 
week, with a 10-cent charge for each word over 
the initial 20. Run the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $3 each week. Now, all regular 
classified ads are placed on our Web site, www.
the-press.com, at no extra charge.
You can also reach more than one million readers 
with one call! Contact the classified department 
for more information about placing a 25-word 
classified in 70 newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The Crittenden Press Inc., to 
fully comply with the Fair Housing Act and to 
never knowingly publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, 
national origin, sex, disability or family status. If 
you believe an advertisement published in this 
newspaper is discriminatory, please contact the 
publisher immediately at (270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for ads on this page 
are within the 270 area code unless otherwise 
noted.
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